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Hello Paddlers! 

Soon you will be participating in the 2021 Hope Chest Dragon Boat Festival. Thank you for your participation! We 

are pleased to announce our fundraising program - Fund for Hope! As with Fund for Hope last year, we encourage 

each individual to raise $250 or more, but we appreciate any and all funds raised. 

In addition to individual fundraising, all teams have the opportunity to set TEAM fundraising goals and win prizes. 

To thank our teams who go above and beyond, we are excited to offer prizes as incentives to raise even MORE! 

Teams who raise $2,500+ by race day will be eligible to win $500 and $250 Buffalo RiverWorks gift certificates. The 

team raising the most funds overall will take the grand prize (and bragging rights!) of the $500 gift certificate, with 

the second and third place teams each receiving a $250 RiverWorks gift certificate. 

Contest guidelines: 

1. Teams must raise AT LEAST $2,500 (collectively as a team) to be eligible to win one of the $500 and $250 

RiverWorks gift certificates.

2. All donations must be made through our Hope Chest PayPal account to "count" toward the fundraising 

challenge. When submitting donations, the donor must specify the team name to ensure it is applied to 

the correct team.

3. If only one team exceeds the $2,500 fundraising goal, one $500 gift certificate will be awarded and the 

other two $250 will not be awarded to the 2nd and 3,d fundraising place teams.

4. Donations must be made by June 18, 2021 to earn credit for available fundraising prizes.

5. RiverWorks gift certificates are not required to be used the day of the DBF.

6. RiverWorks gift certificates are not redeemable for cash.

Tips on getting started: 

1. Start the conversation on social media - Post your fund raising goal, fundraising progress and thank donors on

your social media pages. It's a nice way to engage friends and recognize those who help you reach your goal.

2. Tap into your network - Start with the obvious donors: your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers and also

consider reaching out to colleagues, business partners, professionals like your doctor, dentist etc., and anyone

else that you've supported a cause for.

3. Be prepared - Opportunities to share Hope Chest and our mission present themselves every day. You never

know where a potential donor will emerge. Keep our post cards, pamphlets and other information about Hope

Chest "in your back pocket" so you can share and reach your fundraising goal.

4. Emphasize our mission - Inform your donors why their donation is so important to Hope Chest and how it will

support our mission; and direct them to our website to get more information about our programs and support.

5. Host a fund raiser - Invite all of your friends (and their friends) to a fund raising event or party.
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To assist you in this effort, we have developed a social media post and template letter (below) that can be sent via 

e-mail. The letter can be personalized by filling in the three spots highlighted in yellow. The link in the letter will 

direct your friends and family to a secure site for using a credit card or PayPal to make a donation in your name. 

Donations must be made by June 18, 2021 through our PayPal account, to earn credit for available fundraising 

rewards.

Again, we thank you for your participation in the races and hope that you will consider fundraising to support our 

locally-based organization which provides free exercise to breast cancer survivors right here in Western New York. 

Susan Gately 

Susan Gately 

2021 Hope Chest Buffalo Niagara Dragon Boat Festival 

Event Chair 








